Simcoe County Data Consortium
November 17, 9:00 – 11:00 @ Simcoe County District School Board
Meeting Notes

Attendees:

Dana Winkler, SCDSB
Leah Nicholson, SCDSB
Marsha Cann, DAC OEYC, e3
Brian Putnam, LHIN
Grant Hudolin, County of Simcoe
JD Shields, Newpath/Catulpa
Carolyn Pigeau, SMDHU
Marisha Holmberg, SMDHU (intern)
Michelle Bergin, Catholic Family Services
Vivian Chan, SCDSB


1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Community Social Data Strategy (CSDS) National Update
a. New website, including social networking tools
· https://csds-sacass.ca/drupal/
· Building on the current website to develop more capacity for communication, using social networking tools.
· Minutes and meeting dates are being communicated on the website, and reports that other members have published using the CSDS data.
· New National Coordinator Tracey Lauriault is very involved in local data initiatives and is developing the site as a resource.
· The data catalogue is up-to-date and fully functional.  
· Encourage everyone to visit the new site and take a look around.  Some initial feedback is that training for the navigating the new site would be appreciated.

b. New name for the CSDS!
· The CSDS is re-branding itself under a new name, some potentials include:
1.Community Data Consortia
2.Community data connections
3.Community Data Partnership / Parternariat des Donnés Communautaires

3. 2011 Data Package
a. Data Needs Survey
· The national CSDS is conducting an online survey to gather feedback on the data package, to help with the planning for the census data purchase for 2011.  They would like feedback from everyone, even if people don’t access the data very frequently.
· The survey is available online until Dec 15: 
https://www.csds-sacass.ca/limesurvey/index.php?lang=en&sid=66345&token=anf5thu7y7d84us
b. Discussion: qualitative feedback for survey, NHS and alternative sources of data:
· Refresher training will be scheduled for early 2011, the focus will be on accessing the data in the catalogue, terminology and searching tips for accessing the data (not as much background on the CSDS).
· A suggestion was made to create a reference page of quick tips for people that don’t use the data catalogue daily. 
· A point was made about accessing 2001 data from the online data catalogue.  The 2001 data is not currently available, because new members that joined in 2006 did not sign licensing agreements for 2001 data.  However, members that signed in 2001 and 2006 would like to access 2001 data from the catalogue.
ACTION: Irena will find out from the national group about access to 2001 data from the online data catalogue.
· Discussion about the tax-filer data (SAAD data), no one has really been using this data file but there is interest in learning more about it.
ACTION: Marsha volunteered to research the SAAD data and provide some additional information to the group at the next meeting.
· The SAAD data guide is also available for download on the data catalogue.  The data guide is a good reference when working with the excel data files.
· Question was asked about how many families file taxes?  How comprehensive will this data set be?
· Group discussed if the postal codes in the SAAD dataset could be converted into census subdivisions, which will help for comparability with census data.

· There was some interest in the Canadian Crime Statistics, would like some additional information about the type of data and geography groups available in this dataset.

· MPAC data (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) may be an alternative source of local data.

· The Health Unit mentioned the Rapid Risk Factor Surveillance System (RRFSS) which provides social risk variables for rural and urban areas.

· Canada Post data – their flagship data product provides the number of businesses and residences per full postal code.  

· Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) data would be useful.

4. CSDS Locally
a. Community Profile presentation to Coalition
· Irena recently presented a community demographic presentation to the Coalition, which will be posted to the Coalition website; the presentation to the Simcoe County Alliance to End Homelessness (SCATEH) will be on the SCATEH website.

b. Advocacy Framework
· The Resource Allocation Framework has been developed, identifying variables that will identify service pressures.  The indicators have been forwarded to the Advocacy Group; waiting for confirmation.

5. Discussion: Any interesting local data projects?
· EDI is a measure of school readiness, survey of Kindergarten children in Simcoe County (in all school boards).  The 2010 survey also included a parent survey.
· Marsha has received the EDI results for 2010.
· EDI community templates: there are 61 EDI neighbourhoods.  Will be receiving a template from the Ministry that will need to be populated will local indicators.

· NSM LHIN – developing a balanced scorecard, accessible from the website.  4 areas, each with specific indicators.  Revising the indicators to align with Ministry objectives.  Will be publicly posted and compared to all other LHINS, and will be establishing a marketing and communications plan.
· Currently reviewing the indicators, Feb or March 2011 launch.  Web-based platform for dissemination.
· NSM LHIN has 5 local leadership Councils, but balanced scorecard will be aggregate information, not local level data.

· The Health Unit also has a balanced scorecard that will be publicly released.  Another project at the health unit is the Healthy Schools project.  The Healthy Schools project is a survey that goes to elementary students to determine school perception, including what issues children are facing at schools (such as bullying) and what they like about their school.

· Suggestion was made that since all of our organizations are working with constrained budgets, sharing data purchases might be more opportune.  If anyone is looking to purchase large datasets, it might be beneficial to discuss with each other and possibly work together.

6. Next steps
· Communication: will continue to send updates and information to the group via email and to schedule Data Consortium meetings as needed, depending on information and updates.
· Another group of researchers has been meeting on an informal basis to discuss data and related projects, SCRAM (Simcoe County Research Analysts Meetings).  Discussed that it would beneficial to integrate these 2 groups.  The agenda for future SCRAM meetings will be sent to the full Data Consortium distribution list, and anyone interested in the agenda items is welcome to attend.
· More information about a training session for early 2011 will be forwarded shortly.
· Information about the next SCRAM meeting will be sent shortly.
