
 The Board of Directors 
Ontario Early Years Centre Simcoe North, 
356 King St., Midland ON. L4R 3M8 

Monday, April 4, 2011 

Minister Broten, Minister of Child and Youth Services
 Ministry of Children and Youth Services, 
56 Wellesley St. W. Toronto ON., M5S 2S3 

Dear Minister Broten, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the development of the framework for the Best Start Child and Family Centres. Attached please find the response from the Board of Directors of the Ontario Early Years Centre, Simcoe North. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Bissell

Cathy Bissell 
Board Chair
Ontario Early Years Centre – Simcoe North
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We the members of the Board of Directors for the Ontario Early Years Centre, Simcoe North, strongly believe that the Ontario Early Years Centre - Simcoe North is best positioned to form the foundation of the proposed Best Start Family Child Centres in our Simcoe North communities. 

Since its official inception as an Early Years Centre in 2002, the OEYC Simcoe North has been providing quality services to the families of the communities it serves. The organization was built on the existing framework of the Family Resource Centre which had been in operation in the same location in Midland since 1990. With the creation of the Ontario Early years Centres in 2002, our agency expanded its services and programs throughout our Simcoe North riding. As a result, the Simcoe North OEYC represents a strong and long - trusted presence in the communities of Midland, Orillia and surrounding areas. 

Over the past twenty-one years, the OEYC Simcoe North has developed a core group of qualified and experienced staff members who work effectively not only with children and parents, but also with early learning curriculum materials. They have a solid understanding of the local support services available to families and have developed strong partnerships with a number of community organizations, including area schools and the local Aboriginal and French speaking communities. In addition, outreach programs currently operate in many rural areas of the region, providing a well established network between these small communities and the more comprehensive services and opportunities available at the Midland and Orillia sites. 

Since 2002 the OEYC Simcoe North has consistently demonstrated a stable and responsible system of fiscal accountability. As memberships and needs continue to grow, it has been imperative that we develop a budget that addresses these needs and yet remains balanced. Although this has presented a significant challenge, having received no additional government funding since the OEYC opened its doors, our agency has managed to address it successfully. Building on this existing, well established financial restraint would only make sense. 

In the implementation plan presented by Dr. Charles Pascal, it is recommended that the Best Start Child and Family Centres be established within a school setting wherever possible. We maintain that, although school environments can provide an excellent setting for families, they are not always the best solution. Our Midland and Orillia OEYCs, for example, are located in readily accessible areas of the community allowing for maximum participation by families either on foot or via municipal transportation. We suggest that flexibility based on community needs is an important consideration in establishing the locations of the Best Start Child and Family Centres. 

The OEYCs in Simcoe County represent environments where families are familiar, comfortable and secure. Caregivers recognise the OEYC logo and are confident that their needs will be met. Prenatal and postnatal support, parenting programs, nutrition counselling, family literacy, shared parent/child learning experiences, and support and resources for children with special needs are examples of the valuable opportunities that families know they will find in our centres. 

In light of the investments that governments, communities and local support agencies have already made in our agency, the wisest, most responsible course of action is to build the Best Start Child and Family Centres on this existing, firm foundation. 

Respectfully yours, 
Cathy Bissell

Cathy Bissell, Board Chair
Ontario Early Years Centre, Simcoe North. 



c.c. Dr. Charles Pascal 
c.c. MPP Garfield Dunlop 
c.c. Mrs. Susan Finnie 
c.c. Mrs. Cathy May 
c.c. Mrs. Claudine Cousins
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