La version française est en traduction.

Hello Everyone,

I hope this brief note finds you all well and enjoying what has been for most of us a beautiful summer. I say this sheepishly to our friends in the west who have been dealing with record lows, floods and hail.

As you all know we have been working with a number of our partners across the country coordinating a response to the Government decision to scrap the Mandatory Long Forum Census. I know I don?t have to tell any of you just how catastrophic this decision will be for the country. The repercussions are wide spread and the voices against this have been broad, diverse and continue to grow.

As we enter the next phase of our work to keep this on the front burner, we need your support. We need to engage our grass roots, our communities, community  organizations and local media adding their important voices to this issue.  To that end, the Executive of the CSDS have put together a tool kit to mobilize at the local level.

We would ask that you communicate this to your consortiums and share with any partners in your local communities. We want this to touch as many local communities as possible, but will also be targeting communities that are held by Conservative MPs and ask that any of you in those regions come together with your partners and seek an audience with your MP --- they need to hear from you?.from Service Agencies, United Ways, Social Planning Councils, from all of you on the ground.  If you can, also contact MPs by phone and email in addition to seeking meetings? MPs  need to be overwhelmed by their communities' reaction.

We will also have this posted on the CCSD site as well as on our CSDS site. Asking them to join us in this important work can be an important turning point.

Thanks you for your partnership and your co-operation.

Warmly

P
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