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Long Form Census Toolkit 
 

Developed by:  
The Canadian Council on Social Developmentôs 

Community Social Data Strategy 
 

Get Your Voice Heard 

The Grassroots Level 

The Government of Canadaôs decision to scrap the mandatory Census long form was a 
political ïnot a technicalï decision that will affect how we understand and help serve our 
communities. We need to keep this debate alive and make sure that the Federal 
Government and the opposition is reminded of how important this data is to the work 
that you do. The voices of community partners and the business community will be 
instrumental in informing  our Federal decision makers so that this decision can be 
reversed. 
 
This tool kit provides you with a short explanation of the Census, the proposed changes 
and key arguments you may want to use when voicing your opposition to the 
Governmentôs recent decision. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at: information@csds-
sacass.ca 
 

In a Nutshell 

Short vs. Long Form Census 

Census has been traditionally comprised of two census forms: a short and a long form. 
The completion of both forms is mandatory. The short form is sent to 100% of 
Canadians whereas the long form is sent to one in five Canadians (20% sample) and 
extrapolated to the rest of the population. The long census form has been around for 35 
years and is the one most reliable data sources on ethnicity, immigrant status, income, 
education, labour force, housing and non-paid work to name a few. 
 

The Proposed Change and Why this is a Bad Decision 

The proposed National Household Survey will be sent to 1 in 3 Canadians. At first 
glance it may seem like the proposed survey would increase the sampling size.  
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However, the voluntary nature of the survey will have negative effects on the accuracy 
of the data. Rosemary Bender, Director General of the social and demographic statistics  
branch acknowledged ñthat we may not get the same level of detail as that of the 
censusò.  
 
Certain groups of Canadians might be more inclined not to fill out the form, skewing the 
results. Minority groups, immigrants, aboriginals and the very poor and high income 
earners  will not voluntarily complete the new form.  Additionally, variations in sampling 
in different jurisdictions might render data dissemination at smaller geography levels 
impossible (such as Wards, Service Delivery Areas, Census Tracts or Dissemination 
Areas). 

Why is the government doing this? 

Since the Governmentôs announcement, there has been much speculation as to the 
rationale for cancelling this critically important tool. For its part, the Government cites 
wide spread privacy concerns from Canadians with respect to the level of information, 
even indicating - without evidence -  that it had received significant privacy complaints 
over the Long Form. When the evidence did not support the privacy issue, the 
Government made it about something more ideological, ñit is intrusive and coercive,ò 
claimed Minister of Industry, Tony Clement and the PMO.  
 
Others have pointed to the fact that due to its voluntary nature, the data will paint a 
deeply skewed picture of Canada. The proposed voluntary survey will not capture a 
comprehensive picture of the country.  
 
So what will we be left with? A skewed picture of mostly middle class Canadians.  Weôll 
look less diverse, less poor, ultimately less in need of government support. And we 
need not kid ourselves here, the Census directs government transfers and investments 
to key programs, by legislation.     
 
Paint your own picture, silence the expert voices who would challenge government 
policy, control the message and fundamentally change the country.  
 
It is clear that the government did not expect the wide spread push back that they have 
received during one of the hottest summers on record, on something as bland as a 
census. But we get it, we know how important this is, itôs ours, about us, for us and for 
our future.  
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Writing your Letter 

Although you are addressing the letter to the Prime Minister and the Minister of Industry, 
it is important that your concerns are heard by the opposition and others who might also 
be lobbying for the reinstatement of the mandatory long form of the Census. Provincial 
and Municipal politicians and other partners to your organization should also be made of 
aware that this decision negatively impacts your organization and the work you do so 
that they can double their efforts to reverse this decision. 

Recipients 

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
 
The Honourable Tony Clement 
Minister of Industry 
C.D. Howe Building 
235 Queen Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H5 
Telephone: 613-995-9001 
Fax: 613-992-0302 
Email: minister.industry@ic.gc.ca 
 

Carbon copy (CC) 

 Leaders of the opposition 

 MPs for their jurisdiction 

 Premiers 

 Chair and Member of Regional Council 

 Mayor and Local Councilors 

 Copy of Editor of Local and or National Newspaper 

 Academic Partners 

 Funders 

 Parent Organization/Head Office (E.G. UW Canada) 
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Content & Arguments 

Benefits of the Census 

 Most of us know the importance of the Census, and for the most part, people are 
willing (if not ecstatic) to complete the short and long forms of the Census every  
5 years because we get that the information is used to plan for virtually 
everything in our lives. 

 The long form of the Census is not so much about who people are, but how 
people are doing.  For instance, the question about the number of rooms - 
including bedrooms - helps to assess whether families are living in over crowded, 
overly expensive and in-need of repair dwellings.  Combined with income 
information and shelter costs, an assessment can be made about how many 
families in a given community are struggling, and how many families are doing 
just fine.  This makes planning for current and future housing needs easier 

 The government continues to talk about ñcounting bathroomsò, but in fact, the 
long form of the Census asks respondents to count the number of rooms, 
excluding ñbathrooms, halls, vestibules and rooms used solely for business 
purposesò {#53, H3. (a)}  

 Labour force questions help to assess the economic vitality of communities, 
whether people are employed at the level of their educational backgrounds and 
whether certain types of people ï like women and immigrants - are 
underemployed, or employed in low paying jobs.  The Labour Force questions 
have also historically aided the federal government in planning for Employment 
Insurance benefits, the Old Age Security and Canada Pension Plan.  Provincial 
ministries use this information to guide the allocation of funding and other 
resources to education and training programs 

 The mode of travel to work helps us understand the live ï work connection within 
communities.  Do people travel to other communities for work? If so, how might 
these workers be enticed to work closer to home ï what kind of jobs would keep 
people from commuting? How will housing and transportation infrastructure 
within communities be planned to make it easier for live ï work arrangements?  
Finally, for those that must commute, how do transportation planners design 
highways and public transit, and what are the environmental impacts of the 
various transportation models? 

Statistical Arguments 

 
More responses do not mean better data 
The substitute 30% sample survey, which is now being proposed to be completely 
voluntary on the part of participants, is very likely to be biased. Voluntary surveys by  
 
 
 
 




