I am writing to let you know that I have decided to accept the position of Executive Director of the Ontario Association of Children's Aid Societies (OACAS).  My new assignment will begin November 1st, 2010.
 
Child welfare in Ontario is facing challenging and exciting times with the work of the Sustainability Commission, an evolving Transformation Agenda, and significant budget issues.  The OACAS will continue to play a critical role in advocating for the needs of children and families across the province and in facilitating future direction and change in the critical work of child welfare.  I am excited to be able to provide leadership to this important cause.
 
It has been a privilege to be an employee of the Simcoe County Children's Aid Society for the past 24 years, including 10 years as Executive Director.  One of the most rewarding aspects of that work has been to have the opportunity to engage in numerous activities within the Simcoe County community.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed my involvement with the Child, Youth and Family Services Coalition and am proud of our many accomplishments.  I believe that the children's service system in Simcoe County has become significantly more integrated as a result of the work of hundreds of people from numerous organizations committing themselves to streamlining and strengthening the service delivery system within this community.  I know that by continuing this work that children will continue to be better served. 
  
I have been particularly honoured to work with the First Nation, Metis and Inuit people in our community.  I have been compelled by your stories.  Your vision, commitment, courage and perseverance have inspired me both personally and professionally.  I am hopeful that I can continue to be guided by your wisdom as I begin the next part of my journey, with continued focus on FNMI needs on a provincial level. 

I also want to express my sincere appreciation to those of you who have been significant contributors to our CAS Foundation. On behalf of our children, I thank you for your ongoing commitment. 
  
I know that over the next few months I will have opportunities to have conversations with many of you about our time together during the past many years. It is with both sadness and excitement that I have decided to move on.  I feel extremely fortunate to have been able to be part of this incredible community for such a significant part of my life.  Thank you for giving me the honour of working with you, as we dedicate our time, energy and passion to working with the children and families in our community.  Mary
