Long Form from the mandatory Census of Canada for 2011

You may be aware that the Government of Canada has dropped the long form from the mandatory Census of Canada for 2011, and will replace it with a voluntary survey, called the National Household Survey, to be distributed later in the spring. Since the news broke, there has been considerable outcry from a number of organizations, and some recent press articles and radio coverage. I have included some interesting links at the end of this e-mail. This e-mail is to provide an update on the Region's activities related to this issue.
At the Region, the following activities have been occurring:
·        Chair Ken Seiling has been briefed on the topic, and has forwarded an e-mail to local Ministers of Parliament (MPs) 
·        A report will be prepared for the August 10th Community Services Committee meeting.
·        Rob Horne (Commissioner of Planning, Housing and Community Services) has written a letter to the Chief Statistician of Canada to indicate the Region's concern. 
·        There are plans to discuss the issue at the mayors (MARCO/LUMCO) meeting in August.  

This decision greatly impacts the ability for local municipalities and community organizations to plan and make funding decisions with confidence. Should you or your organization wish to take action, The Canadian Institute of Planners makes the following suggestions:
·        Ask your MP to reverse the decision to eliminate the long-form Census questionnaire 
·        Tell your MP how Census data is important to you and your work or area of study 
·        Send a paper letter instead of an e-mail. A paper letter is usually taken more seriously than an e-mail, because many MPs receive several hundred e-mails a day. 
·        Be sure to cc Minister Tony Clement. His address is: C.D. Howe Building,  235 Queen Street,  Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0H5

Federation of Canadian Municipalities
 http://www.fcm.ca//CMFiles/TonyClementCensusJuly2010(letter)1KGL-7122010-2689.pdf

Regional Planning Commissioners of Ontario                
attached as: TClement-Industry-July7-10-rpco.pdf

Globe and Mail          
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health/ottawa-should-come-to-its-census-stop-dogging-statscan/article1632193/   (and several others!)

National Post   
http://www.nationalpost.com/Clement+stands+census+changes/3248390/story.html

Statistical Society of Canada                  
http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/dont-mess-with-census-statisticians-tell-tories/article1635031/?service=mobile

Cdn Centre for Policy Alternatives
http://www.progressive-economics.ca/2010/06/30/statistics-canadas-senseless-census-decision/

Canadian Institute of Planners
http://www.cip-icu.ca/web/la/en/pa/6BF7FFF1E0714E2588B877AC8DDDA254/it/71754976203C4885A2CF3AE6FA92A658/item.asp
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