Simcoe Youth Justice Advisory Group

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 26, 2009 – 12:30-3 p.m., CAS (60 Bell Farm Road, Barrie)
	Topic


	Discussion


	Action



	Welcome and Introductions 
	In Attendance: Matthew Hurd (MCYS/YJ), Rhonda LeDuc (E. Fry), Monica Robinson (YMCA), Jocelyn Busch(MCYS/YJ), Carolyne Hooper (Kinark), Maureen Carrel (CAS), Rex Fendley (MCYS/YJ), Kathy Simpson (Kinark), Elizabeth McKeeman (New Path), Cam Agowissa (CAS), Charlene Green (Enaahtig Healing Lodge), Margaret Monette (Enaahtig Healing Lodge), Dr. Pat Carney (SMCDSB), Kevin McLeod (Morton Youth Serv), Meaghan Chambers (E Fry), Robert Nelson (Enhaatig), Bev Theakston (CMHA),  
Regrets: Kelly Hitchman-Powers (MCYS/YJ),  Heather Shilling (SANE/SMH), Tonya Millsap (FASD), Stacy Walker (JHS), Robert Gravel (Barrie Police Service),
Chair: Carolyne Hooper                                             Recorder: Kristina Veenstra
Guests: Youth Groups for CAS reps: Brenda White , Steven D
	

	Approval of Agenda 
	· Roundtable introductions were done.
· Rex Fendley will replace Maria Lauricella on the agenda planning group and Youth Justice Advisory Group.
	Approved

	Approval of Minutes
	· Minutes from April 3, 2009 were reviewed.
· One small change to the Youth Justice section and Aboriginal
	Approved 

	Membership Services
	Aboriginal Services – Matt Hurd/Marg Monette/Robert Gravel:
· Marg Monette reported that they have very limited resources. The Friendship Centre, Christian Island still need representation. They may need to have an Aboriginal focus group.
· Robert Gravel not in attendance for police services– deferred until next month.
Municipal/City Council Reps – Robert Gravel:

· deferred

School System – Kathy Simpson:
· Dr. Pat Carney has joined the group today as SMCDSB representative – Welcome!

· Kathi Wallace from the SCDSB will appoint a representative for future meetings.
· Kristina to send out an “Orientation Package” which includes Terms of Reference, Workplan etc. to Kathi Wallace.
CYFS Coalition – Stacy Walker:

· Not present - deferred
Shelter & Housing – Stacy Walker/Rhonda LeDuc:

· Meaghan Chambers (Residential Manager, E Fry) is attending.
· Youth Haven is moving to a larger facility and ED is on leave.
· Heather Shilling is from OSMH and will join this group.

This group wishes to be inclusive for anyone involved in youth justice. This is a standing item until everyone feels representation is sufficient.
	Matt and Marg to continue to follow up.
Robert to follow up.

Carolyne to provide Orientation Package to Kristina.

Stacy to follow up with CYFS Coalition.
Stacy to follow up with Youth Haven. 

	Youth Engagement Strategy
	· Challenge of getting youth group voice at this table was discussed. Brenda and Steve from CAS Youth Group joined to inform us of their youth group (every other Monday – with 16-21 yrs old- 8-12 in attendance) activities, skills and how we can tap into this resource.  They are very interested in letting us know their views and opinions.
· Discussed opening up the CAS group for others to join when needing a focus group. Not all youth involved wish to be engaged and may shut down. We need to have the youth in their comfort zone and go out to them where they are normally attending. We could attempt both – first small forums followed by a large forum that is facilitated. 
· Create a new safe environment opportunities for the larger forum where facilitators come with their youth.
· The following is a list of Youth Groups as discussed by members:
· John Howard, 
· Enhaatig (individual questionnaire for Robert and Charlene – 12-18 yrs with 24 kids), 
· GBN Friendship, 
· CAS - (Daniels Institute Life Skills Group (16 Kids), Youth Group (Brenda), 
· Morton House (10 kids – individual questionnaire),
·  CMHA (Mental Health Diversion), currently have youth groups/programs in place. 
· Barrie Native Friendship Centre (Lisa Clarke – 13-17 yrs), Georgian Bay Native Friendship Centre (Beth Sawyer), 
· E Fry (Residence –stay within 30 days therefore individual questionnaire; Rhonda individually with Youth Justice – Youth Ctr downtown Jessica Wolf). 
· Dr. Pat Carney (SMCDSB – Student Success program and STAY teams where admin and guidance study at risk students – focus are students repeatedly suspended, no shows or low grades – Pat to investigate opportunities) 
· New Path (Residential Program in Cookstown – Attendance Ctr with informal chat at supper club – Youth Justice School Based Diversion in Alcona – Peer Mediators Group), 
· YMCA (Youth Groups, Drop-Ins – 35 kids), 
· Kinark - Regular monthly Youth Advisory Group representing  35 kids in all for detention and custody.
· Matt spoke to EJM and what youth feel should be considered in the diversion program – what would help them and what got them there in the first place. There needs to be a real structure before meeting with youth. Need to be clear what we are going to do with the answers and its purpose. 
 
	Questionnaire to be developed for feedback from youth to be distributed to all members of this group for completion with their youth.

	Feedback Partnership with Justice Canada 
	· Jocelyn reported on the FASD Pilot Session presented by Mary Lou Reeve with approximately 40 in attendance May 22. No judges or crowns attended. The goal of the session was to discuss how we identify this condition in court and manage with FASD behavior in the courts. Level supervision is required for some as the learning curve is not there.
· It will be rolled out in a larger scale in the future.

· 1% (4,200) of the population are likely diagnosable for FASD; 1 in 100 people (higher than Autism).

· Current Youth Justice Assessments do not look at FASD. Can request a neuro-cognitive assessment which will diagnose FASD. The FASD initiative is looking at a diagnosis initiative and space for Dr. Stanley from Hamilton will be here 1 Tuesday per month to assist with diagnosis and family support. In the future we will have much better ability to diagnose.
· This has been driven by adoptive parents impacted by FASD adoptive children. Biological parents are not as forthcoming with information (even when it was a small amount). Therefore, need to ask the question – CAS requires a diagnosis before being able to get the proper services/care.

· Many residential treatment models  are based on behavioral models which is not effective, therefore, we need to find a way to treat FASD diagnosed individuals. 

· Intervention is the first priority and having trained FASD workers who understand what the impact and needs of the individual is via neuro-cognitive behavior assessments. This has to be a system’s approach. 

· Simcoe County commitment is outstanding – 27 agencies have signed the MOA thus far.  

· Should fit this into the EJM Framework.
· Screening tool kit from the Government of Canada to be distributed soon to help with diagnosis.
· Next Steps: an invitation was extended to join a working group to move forward. Group could look at incorporating Alberta’s legislation as they have some programs for diversion. 

	Contact Tonya Millsap if interested in joining the working group to develop next steps.
 

	Mapping
	· Barbara Horvath distributed revised copies of the Simcoe Youth Justice System map for review. Youth Justice Glossary and explanation has been added to the back of the map.
· Barbara to attempt listing the community services on one map. If space becomes limited she may attempt separate maps for each geographical area to list the community services – keeping the yellow middle box “youth justice) the same.  
· The service information will come from 211/community connection. 

· Incorporate the Aboriginal and Francophone services in their own box/list. 

· Kathy, Elizabeth, Jocelyn and Bev volunteered to help as a resource for Barbara. 

	Barbara to make changes as discussed and redistribute. Barbara to speak to Brenda Jackson regarding Aboriginal listing of services.  

	Next Meeting Dates
	EJM Framework-Local Task Group Meeting

· Friday, June 26, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Children’s Aid Society, 60 Bell Farm Rd., Barrie
SYJAG Meeting
· CANCELLED - Friday, June 19, 2009 
· Friday, September 18, 2009 at 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. , Children’s Aid Society, 60 Bell Farm Rd., Barrie
	

	Bring Forward Items
	Presentations - Roy McMurtry visit; SMART board presentation

Others - Membership
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