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Background

• With over 41 members, the Coalition strives to be a strategic, 
collaborative and integrated planning infrastructure that works 
both together and independently to meet the shared vision of 
improving the present and future well-being of children, youth 
and families in Simcoe County. 

• The Child, Youth and Family Services (CYFS) Coalition of 

Simcoe County is a countywide alliance of organizations 

which provide services to children, youth and families in 

Simcoe County.



Child, Youth and Family Profile

• Children and youth make up a significant part of the population 
in Simcoe County. Understanding the distribution and 
composition of children and youth across Simcoe county is 
important when providing services. 

• This presentation will show the change demographics of 
children and youth living in Simcoe County.

• This information will aid both the Coalition and its member in 
making more informed program decisions.



Methodology

• The information used in this presentation 
was gathered from the 2016 Census.

• The 2016 Census is the most recent 
detailed enumeration of Canadian 
residents.

• Response Rate was 97%, making it one of 
the most accurate Census data. 

• Aboriginal, immigrant and francophone 
data may still be underrepresented due to 
unevenly distributed response rates 
among municipalities. 

NOTE: Aboriginal is the term used by Statistics Canada to show Aboriginal identity population which refers to people who reported identifying 

with at least one Aboriginal group, that is, First Nations, Métis or Inuit, and/or those who reported being a Treaty Indian or a Registered Indian 

as defined by the Indian Act of Canada, and/or those who reported they were members of an Indian band or First Nation.



Population Change 0-24 Years Old

• Simcoe County population 

aged 0-24 has grown faster 

compared to Ontario but 

follows the national trend.

• Population in Simcoe County 
0-24 years old grew by 2,110; 
from 135,210 in 2011 to 
137,320 in 2016 .



Population Change 0-24 Years Old

• The change in population 0-24 years old is 

not consistent amongst municipalities.

• While the population 0-24 years old in 

Simcoe grew between 2011 and 2016, 

some municipalities  saw larger growth, 

and some municipalities saw a decrease.

• Bradford West Gwillimbury, Wasaga Beach, 

Essa, New Tecumseth and Innisfil saw the 

highest percent growth.

• Penetanguishene, Midland, Orillia, 

Clearview, Tay, Adjala-Tosorontio saw a 

decrease in the percentage of population 

aged 0 to 24.



Population Change by Age Group

• In 2016, population 0 to 9 

and 20-24 grew up, while 

the number of children 

and youth 10-19 years old 

decreased compared to 

2011.



Families and Children

• Of the 140,900 census families in private households living in Simcoe 
County, 58% were families with children.

• 72% of all families with children were couple families with children, and 
28% were lone-parents families.

'Census family' is defined as a married couple and the children, if any, of either and/or both spouses; a couple living common law and the 

children, if any, of either and/or both partners; or a lone parent of any marital status with at least one child living in the same dwelling and that 

child or those children. All members of a particular census family live in the same dwelling. A couple may be of opposite or same sex.

The average 

size of census 

family is 2.9



Number of Children in Families

Of the 82,260 families with children living in 
Simcoe County: 

• 45% are families with one child

• 40% have two children and 

• 16% reported having three or more 
kids.

n=82,260

Average number of children:
• for couple families – 1.8 
• for lone-parent families – 1.5



Children Living in Stepfamilies, Lone-Parent 
Family Or Without Parents

• In Simcoe County, 26% of children aged 0 to 4 were living in a lone-parent 
family or a stepfamily. 

• This proportion increased to 34.6% among children aged 5 to 9 years old, and 
to 39% among children from 10 to 14 years old.



Median Total Household Income 
All Age Groups

• The median household total income was 

$76,489 for Simcoe County, $74,287 for 

Ontario, and $70,336 for Canada in 2015.

• In Simcoe County the median total income 

was up 3.8 per cent from 2005, compared 

to an increase of 10.8 per cent in Canada 

overall. 

• Within Simcoe County, the highest median 

incomes were found in Adjala-Tosorontio, 

Springwater, Oro-Medonte and Bradford-

West Gwillimbury.

• Lower median household incomes are 

seen in some Northern municipalities: 

Christian Island, Mnjikaning First Nation, 

Midland, and Orillia.



Income of Census Families

In Simcoe County, there is a large economic difference between the median total 
income  for: 

• couple families without children - $79,170, 

• couple families with children -$114,750,  and 

• lone-parent families median income - $54,274.



Prevalence of Low-Income (LIM-AT)

 Many children and youth in Simcoe County live in low-income households.

 In 2015, there were 18,585 children and youth (13.7% of the total population 
under the age of 25) living in low-income.

 Children and youth, in fact, show a higher prevalence of low income then other 
age groups (see the chart below).

The Low-income measure, after tax (LIM-AT) is an internationally used measure of low income. The concept underlying the LIM-AT is that a household 

has low income if its income is less than half of the median income of all households.



Youth Education 

 Between 2015-2016, 86% of the population aged 15 to 19 years were in school 

either full- or part-time.

 In Simcoe County, 50.2% of youth aged 20 to 24 had a high school diploma or 

equivalency certificate; 

 39.7% of youth aged 20 to 24 had either college or university qualifications; 

 10.1% of youth aged 20 to 24 had no certificate, diploma or degree in 2016. 

NOTE: ‘No certificate, diploma or degree’ refers to no secondary (high school) or postsecondary (college/university) education completed.



Aboriginal Children and Youth 
Population 0-24 Years Old

• In Simcoe County, the number of Aboriginal children and youth
aged 0-24 years has grown by 66.5%, from 5,240 in 2006 to 8,725 
in 2016.

• The youth Aboriginal Population aged 20-24 years had the largest 
increase of any of the age groups, rising 108.4% from 895 in 2006 
to 1,865 in 2016.



The Number of Aboriginal People 
Population 0-24 Years Old

In 2016, Barrie (2,355) had 
the highest number of 
children and youth (0-24 
years old) identified as 
Aboriginal, followed by: 

• Midland 795

• Orillia 770

• Tiny 510

• Tay, and 425

• Springwater 380



Language

*Single and multiple responses

 Almost all children and youth in Simcoe County can speak at least 
one official language. 99.7% of those 0-24 years old could speak either 
English or French or both.

 The number of children and youth who reported a non-official 
mother tongue* rose from 5,820 in 2011 to 7,860 in 2016. This is an 
increase of 2,040 people or 35.1%.

 The top-five non-official mother-tongues for children and youth (0-24 
years old) in Simcoe County for 2016 were:
1. Spanish   
2. Russian
3. Mandarin
4. Portuguese
5. Polish



Children and Youth Who Speak French
Population 0-24 Years Old

• Overall, 7.5%* of the 
total population, or 
10,255 people, can speak 
French in Simcoe.

• 7.3% of the total 
population are bilingual; 
they can speak both 
official languages: 
English and French

*Single and multiple responses



Immigrant Population

Immigrant – refers to a person who is, or who has ever been, a landed immigrant or permanent resident. 
*Immigrants who have obtained Canadian citizenship by naturalization are included in this group.

Recent immigrant refers to an immigrant who first obtained his or her landed immigrant or permanent resident status 
between January 1, 2011 and May 10, 2016. 

 2.7% (3,620) of the total population aged 0-24 in Simcoe 

County were immigrants. 

 30% of immigrants 0-24 years were recent immigrants who 

moved to Canada between 2011 and 2016.



Proportion of Immigrants
All Age Groups

NOTE: The proportion of children and youth immigrant population is low compared to the population overall due to the fact that children 

born in Canada are not considered as immigrants – they are Canadian born citizens.

In 2016, Bradford West Gwillimbury 

(27.5%) had the highest proportion of 

immigrants in Simcoe County, 

followed by:

• Wasaga Beach 17.5%

• Innisfil 15.8%

• New Tecumseth 14.3%

• Barrie 13.4%

• Tiny 12.6%



Where to Find More Data 
and Reports

• Visit simcoe.ca/communitydata
web page  for more Simcoe 
County reports and local data

• Census Reports

• Interactive Graphs

• Thematic Maps

• Administrative Data Reports

• Community Engagement Reports



Thank you!

• This report was created by Research Analysts, 
County of Simcoe, Children and Community 
Services Division.


